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A Treatise on Diagnostic Methods of Examination. By 
Herman Saiili, Director of the Medical Clinic, University of 
Bern. Edited, with additions, by Francis P. Kinnicitt, M.D., 
Professor of Clinical Medicine, Columbia University, and Nath¬ 
aniel Bowditch Potter, M.D., Visiting Physician to the City 
Hospital, New York. Authorized translation from the fourth 
revised and enlarged German edition. Philadelphia and Lon¬ 
don: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1905. 

Perhaps the most complete and exhaustive work on diagnosis 
and diagnostic means is the American translation of this great 
teacher’s work. Probably no American or English work on this 
subject is so up-to-date and accurately descriptive, and certainly 
no similar book anywhere can claim, as does Sahli’s, that it is the 
result of years of one man’s observations and adaptations and not, 
'like ur standard diagnostic works, a mere compilation. 

History taking and general considerations derived from first im¬ 
pressions of the patient form the opening chapter. The more strik¬ 
ing local manifestations of many diseases are here considered, as, 
for instance, oedema of the skin, its theory of causation, collateral 
circulation, the striking exanthemata (an excellent picture of the 
typhoid roseola). 

A fuller reference to the obscure fevers would have improved 
the notes on temperature, while eleven types of dyspnoea sug¬ 
gest a refinement in differentiation not often met. 

Pulse and blood pressure, the next subjects considered, can 
scarcely be excelled in description. The hitter is taken up tech¬ 
nical’)! and practically. The former includes a discourse on 
veil us pulsation, which will make clear this difficult corner in 
diagnosis to any who will read. 

The explanation of the phenomena of percussion, the theory and 
practice thereof, far exceeds one’s expectations, and has been made 
by historical references an attractive section, and the scheme and 
description of the pleuropericardial rub is novel and interesting. 
The condition of heart-block is given consideration and valvular 
heart lesions are lucidly explained. Why abdominal inspection 
should be inserted in the middle of the heart’s description is not 
evident. 
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REVIEWS 


As might be expected it is the section on diagnosis of gastric dis¬ 
orders that is most eagerly sought, and no disappointment is expe¬ 
rienced. Fuller by far than any other work, with chemistry for 
I he chemist, practical points for the practical, it gives one a new 
conception of investigation and diagnosis of gastric functions. 
Particularly interesting is the new butyrometric test for absorption. 

The examination of the rectum is given in a special place, but it 
appears incomplete without mention of the conditions found by 
rectal examination in appendicitis. 

Very practical is the consideration of the gross appearance of 
the feces; very careful the description of quantitative estimations 
of waste products and undigested or unabsorbed food matters. 
The intestinal parasites are fully reviewed, the new world hook¬ 
worm being given mention. 

We can recommend the chapter on examination of the urine to 
any student’s or worker’s investigation; especially fine is the dis¬ 
cussion upon nucleoalbumins, serrm albumins, albumose (an excel¬ 
lent table of differentiating reactions of albumins and albumoses is 
appended). A table of reducing substances present in the urine 
adds to the pages on glycosuria. Cryoscopy, electrical conduc¬ 
tivity are described, and the chemistry of total nitrogen and the 
waste products, so much studied at present, is carefully gone into. 

Sputum and clinical bacteriology are serviceably considered. 
The plates are not particularly good or instructive. 

We cannot be enthusiastic about that part of the book given 
over to the blood and its diseases. The plates are poor and 
wrongly lettered. Undue credit is given Koch with regard to 
malaria. Trypanosomiasis is not mentioned. 

Special chapters on the mouth and tongue, with good plates and 
a first-rate resume of the results of cytodiagnosis, are among the 
additions by the American authors; the x-ray chapter is their 
work as well. 

The nervous system required two hundred pages for its inves¬ 
tigation, and is complete to a degree. Many new schemes and 
diagrams are introduced. One should particularly mention those 
describing the reflexes and the systems controlling the bladder 
and rectum. Most of the pictures seem to be from the American 
clinics. 

An addendum to general diagnosis, including further work on 
the pulse tracings, etc., follows the chapters on the nervous system, 
and concludes the book. 

With regard to the arrangement of the book one can say that 
perhaps the somewhat indiscriminate grouping observed is rather 
confusing when searching for a particular subject. Bacteiiolcgy, 
for instance,' suffers by being appended here and there in 
different sections. N. B. G. 



